
Rail Professional

For nearly fifty years, the West 
Country-based company has been 
manufacturing specialised lifting 
equipment, predominantly for 
the automotive industry. So, what 

does that mean?
 The range of equipment is targeted at 
professionals who lift vehicles – usually, 
twenty tonnes per axle, but rising to forty 
tonnes, for mining and other heavy-duty 
environments. Other designs are targeted 
for removal and refitting of sub-units, such 
as transmissions and braking components in 
the range of one to two tonnes.
 As market leaders in automotive 
equipment, it has a lot of experience to 
draw on, which has recently been applied 
to projects in rail maintenance – such as 
the removal and refitting of couplings, air-
conditioning units and braking components 
on DMUs in rail yards across the country. 
 This experience led to the belief that 
rail is well served with heavy duty lifting 
equipment – lifting entire locomotives or 
carriages is commonplace and done quickly 
and safely, but it is the smaller items which 
can prove challenging. Managing Director, 
Tristram Southgate, takes up this point.
 ‘We are being contacted by more 
Health & Safety professionals within 
the rail industry, who have been charged 
with finding safe methods of work for 
maintenance tasks such as removing bogies 
or parts of the transmission. 
 ‘We can use our experience from 
automotive to respond quickly to produce 

equipment to suit. Because we are using 
proven technology, the risk is much lower 
and so too is the unit cost – often we can 
use components that are already in stock or 
manufacture to keep the cost down. 
‘We can also CE mark these products 
and they are manufactured under our 
ISO9001:2015 Quality Assurance system, 
which gives new customers confidence in 
what we are doing.’

Specialised equipment 
Majorlift owns a thirty thousand square 
foot factory and operates a CNC machinery, 
turning and milling steel from billet to make 
components such as hydraulic rams and 
pistons.
 Tristram explains: ‘It’s all about control 
and safety – we need to know that the 
operator, working under a vehicle, using our 
equipment is going to be safe. If we have 
bought the raw material and controlled it all 
the way through the manufacturing cycle, 
then we know that it will work reliably. We 
even have our spraying facilities so, although 
our house colour is signal yellow, we can 
spray it any colour the customer wants at no 
additional cost.’
 Outside its traditional markets, Majorlift 
might be a new brand, but some big names 
rely on their products – every AA & RAC 
patrol van has a Majorlift trolley jack on 
board for roadside assistance and SKF use a 
specialist pump for fitting marine bearings.
 Within rail, companies like Siemens, 
Freightliner and GWR have become 

customers for Majorlift’s range of rail jacks 
and some other specialist equipment, such 
as the turnbuckle, used on class 150 and the 
new Final Drive support, which has been 
developed for the class 143.
 Tristram speaks on the changes he’d 
like to see in rail maintenance: ‘If there’s 
one thing I could change, it would be to see 
all new inspection pits fitted with a tool 
rail. This might seem a bit odd, given that 
the permanent way is all about rails, but it 
would mean that servicing equipment could 
be easily moved around under waggons with 
the bogies still in place. A lot of our design 
work is about overcoming this issue. 
 ‘In road vehicle inspection pits, it’s 
common place to have a pit jack rail and it is 
quick and inexpensive to fit when the pit is 
going in and makes for much more flexibility 
later on. Jobs such as removing couplings 
can be quickly completed, without working 
out a way of bridging the pit to support the 
load.’

Railtex
Majorlift are exhibiting at Railtex in May 
2019, but will be please to talk to potential 
customers, without obligation, beforehand. 
For further details, visit the website at 
www.majorlift.com.

Tel: 01454 299299      
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Majorlift Hydraulic Equipment is a privately-owned company based in a village just 
outside Bristol 

Doing the heavy lifting 

Outside its traditional 
markets, Majorlift 
might be a new 

brand, but some big 
names rely on their 
products – every AA & RAC 
patrol van has a Majorlift 
trolley jack on board for 
roadside assistance and 
SKF use a specialist pump 
for fitting marine 
bearings


